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K-12 Journey Map 
 

The K-12 Journey Map was created by the Mentoring Partnership of Minnesota (MPM) for its 2009 

Wired for 2020 Campaign.  The tool is Minnesota's first K-12 Journey Map, designed to help youth 

prepare for college and increase access to postsecondary opportunities.  This web-based resource is a 

visual roadmap that identifies key milestones to help young people stay on track as they prepare for 1, 2 

or 4-year college.  The interactive component includes valuable links to resources identified with key 

milestones. 

 
 
 
 

Why use it? 
 

We all know college is important, but 
preparing for it can be a daunting task.  A 
caring adult can use the K-12 Journey Map 
to start the conversation: what can you do 
to begin preparing now? 
  
Laying the groundwork starts early in a 
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ 
before college is even an option.  Instead of 
worrying about completing ten plus years of 
tasks to prepare youth for postsecondary 
success, together you can just follow along 
on the journey map, checking off 
milestones along the way.  If time flies by 
and the conversation about college starts 
ƭŀǘŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ 
catch up. 

 
So what resources will you find 
on the map?  Career inventories, 
financial aid tips, college finders, 

and more.  Best of all, each resource is fun, 
engaging, and kept in the context of a 
ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ world, making the unknown 
less scary.  Plus, all the milestones are in 
one, easy-to-navigate place.   

 

How is it used? 
 

LǘΩǎ ŜŀǎȅΗ  What grade is the student in?  
Find that grade on the map, and see which 
milestones are especially important to 
address at that age.  Hovering the cursor 
over certain milestones will make a dialog 
box pop up with a link to a useful, 
interactive resource for achieving that 
particular goal.  5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ƳƛƭŜǎǘƻƴŜǎ ǇǊŜŎŜŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ 
ƎǊŀŘŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴȅ ŎŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ 
do. 
 
If you work for a mentoring program, share 
the Journey Map with your mentors.  It 
ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƳŀǘŎƘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΗ  ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ 
at it, they can take a look around the rest of 
the Wired for 2020 site, which is focused on 
interesting youth in Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math (STEM) education. 
 
 
 
 
  

In Development: K-12 Journey Map 2.0 
 

MPM is currently working on expanding 
the tool to provide even more resources, 
so keep an eye out! 

http://wiredfor2020.com/map -your-future 



 
 

How to Engage Youth in College Prep
 

So you get it, but how do you convince the youth you know that going to college 
is important?  For starters, you can show them the chart below.  Lots of kids 
dream of having big houses and fancy cars when they grow up, but their chances 
of making that happen are much better when they pursue higher education.  
Then share the role that college played in your life.  Hearing about the benefits of 
college from someone they know and trust can leave a lasting impression. 
 
 
 

 
Note: Earnings for year-round full-time workers 25 years and over.  Source: Bureau of the Census; Bureau of Labor 
Statistics.  Published by Postsecondary Education OPPORTUNITY, P.O. Box 415, Oskaloosa, Iowa 52577-0415; (641) 
673-3401; www.postsecondary.org. 
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hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘΧ 
Χōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ our word for it!  

 
 
 
 
 
  

� Ŵe have been using the K-12  
Journey Map in grades 6-12 and have found 

 it to be an excellent tool for advising students of all  
ages. The response I have received from parents,  

students, and school staff who have worked with the map  
has been overwhelmingly positive.  Students find it to be fun  
and interactive, while parents and school personnel like the  
way it clearly lays out milestones which can be "checked off"  

along the way.  Many have commented that the road to 
 college/postsecondary training can be long and confusing  

(especially for those who have never navigated it),  
but that the map helps clearly lay out steps  

which anyone can follow.�_   
- Hopkins School District Counselor 

 

 

The K-12 Journey 
Map is a new tool, 
but it is already 
meeting high praises 
from a variety of 
audiences, from 
youth to school 
counselors to  
parents ς and of 
course, mentors and 
mentees. 

 
 

"You guys did a really good job on that tool.  
 It made me realize the things I need to do that I 

haven't done to get ready for applying for college.  
I've gotten some of this from school, but I like how 

it's all right there and online, cool!" 
- Jeremiah, High School Student & Mentored Youth 

 


